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Abstract

In order to promote international exchange of experiences with knowledge of
conservation, the Construction and Planning Agency (CPA), Ministry of the Interior
has participated the Society of Wetland Scientists (SWS) as a joined member on the
February 2, 2008. Then after co-organized the First SWS Asia’s Chapter Asian
Wetland Convention and Workshop from October 23 to 26, 2008, the CPA and SWS
signed a memorandum of understanding, continued to implement the objectives of
wetland conservation, and enhanced Taiwan’s international wetland conservation
image from international cooperation. During 2009, the CPA was achieved from award
sponsorships in the SWS Annual Meeting held in Madison, Wisconsin, USA.
Meanwhile, a Regional Action Plan 2010-2015 was signed to actively promote the
strategies of visibility and sustainable uses in Taiwan's wetlands. This MoU is also
dedicated to enhance wetlands of international importance in Asia by both
headquarters of the SWS and CPA on November 30, 2010. To date, a multilateral
international cooperation has been carried out by the Rural and Urban Development
Branch, CPA in the SWS Annual Meeting to be held in Prague during 2011. Regarding
to involve in further workshop in Taiwan, the delegates from CPA joined wetland tours
and conference programs to learn wetland management from case studies in USA
during 2012. In order to strengthen future cooperation between two signed sides, the
CPA invited Dr. Ben LePage as well as other scholars during April, 2012. This one
week workshop, organized by Taiwan Wetland Society, was to expand involvement for
wetland restoration as an international perspective. Wetland conservation, so that, will
be followed by international standards through an implementation of this 2012 project
with international conference cooperated with INTECOL held in Orlando, Florida with

local trips since the CPA has been achieved wetland restoration, conservation, and



education goals toward wise uses and sustainable development. The final
recommendation remarks are supposed to suggest by the scholars from USA during
their staying periods in Taiwan. In addition, the boating tour guide along Wetland
Corridor was subject to be another excellent scenic views while they traveled on the
rivers in order to carry out their suggestions for the entire strategic planning and

assessment projects on our wetland conservation as follows.

Keywords: Society of Wetland Scientists, International Communication Program,

Ramsar Convention
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Memorandum

To: Taiwan Construction and Planning Agency

cc: Dr. Wei-Ta Fang

From: Drs. Ben LePage, Robert McInnes, Marinus Otte
Subject: Visit to Taiwan

From April 14 to 22, 2012 Drs. Ben LePage, Robert Mclnnes, Marinus Otte
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had the pleasure of visiting a number of wetlands in Taiwan and speaking to wetland
enthusiasts at several venues that were part of the 2012 International Workshop for
Wetland Conservation.

This memorandum outlines our impressions of this visit and we provide broad
recommendations that are aimed at improving wetland habitat while preserving the

positive aspects at many of the sites that we had the opportunity to visit.

1. Changhua Coastal Wetlands

The Changhua Coastal Wetlands are important cultural and economic resources
for Taiwan and should be protected, but carefully developed to include sustainable
ecotourism, oyster farming and aquaculture. We believe there are several
opportunities that can support all of these mutually complementary objectives.

Waste (manure) from the dairy farms and other human activities is significantly
impacting water quality in many of the wetlands that ultimately receive these wastes.
The construction of wetlands designed to treat this waste would considerably
improve water quality downstream of these discharge points and also enhance the
biodiversity and aesthetic value of the area. The spontaneous development of
mangrove stands should be regarded as positive, and encouraged, as it too

contributes to removal of pollutants from the water as well as enhances biodiversity.

2. Dolphin Tour

While sailing around Wu-Chi Harbor we noticed several things that were
missing that might account for the lack of white dolphins in the area. It is
estimated that there are about 100 individuals remaining and the ICUN lists the
white dolphin as critically endangered

Steps such as improving the water quality of the rivers and streams that
discharge solid waste into Jiangiun Harbor and imposing severe fishing restrictions
or eliminating fishing altogether will improve the aquatic habitat and re-establish the
foodweb that supported a considerably larger population of dolphins and seabirds.
Immediate steps such as feeding the dolphins may provide interim relief for these

marine mammals.
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3. Taijiang Wetlands

The National Park Service has done a remarkable job in creating a National
Park focused on wetlands in such a short time. The National Park Service ought to
be commended for its past, current, and future efforts.

The coastal wetlands of Taiwan have suffered the greatest due to development
and food production. While we are not suggesting that economic development and
food production be stopped, there are many opportunities to create, restore, and
enhance the coastal wetlands while balancing societal needs and the preservation of
Taiwan’s cultural and natural resources. The protection, as well as the creation,
enhancement, and restoration of coastal (mangrove) wetlands should be a focal point
for the CPA because of the ecological functions and values they provide to wildlife
and humans. Opportunities such as ecotourism and establishing a scientific
research station to facilitate collaborative national and international research
programs would stimulate the local economy and significantly improve a variety of

wetland types in the vicinity.

4. Constructed wetlands
The constructed wetlands in Taipei provide excellent models for the successful
treatment of urban storm water and industrial discharge. We recommend that the
agencies continue to improve and enhance the ecological services provided by these
treatment wetlands and to communicate success stories widely, including in the

scientific peer-reviewed literature.

5. Inventory of Inland and Montane Wetlands
We strongly recommend the initiation of a program that is aimed at the study of
wetlands located in the headwater streams of the rivers, wetlands located in the
montane regions of Taiwan, and on the eastern side of the country. These
freshwater wetlands are an important natural resource that probably provides
significant ecological services. Moreover, an inventory of these wetlands may
reveal important new data on the local flora and fauna that rely on these freshwater

wetlands.
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